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“Let us choose the Old Paths once again for the Light to shine upon the faces of men.”

THE IRON PEN

PUT ON THE ARMOUR

By Dr. Frank J. Townsend III

Seven Spiritual Offerings
of the believer’s Priesthood
1)

Body — EPH. 5:18; ROMANS 12:1-2; ROMANS 8:13; GALATIANS 1:4; GALATIANS 2:12, 20.

2)

FAITH — PHILIPPIANS 2:17.

3)

OFFERINGS — PHILIPPIANS 4:18

4)

PRAISE — HEBREWS 13:15; PSALM 50:23;
JEREMIAH 33:11; PSALM 116:17

5)

THANKSGIVING — PSALM 116:17; PSALM 107:22;
I THESSALONIANS 5:18

6)

RIGHTEOUSNESS — PSALM 4:5; COLOSSIANS 1:14;
PHILIPPIANS 1:11;
II CORINTHIANS 5:21

7)

JOY — PSALM 27:5-6; HEBREWS 12:2-3; I PETER 4:12

SONSHIP
I JOHN 1:9
I JOHN 2:6
I JOHN 3:1
GALATIANS 2:20
GALATIANS 1:4

SOLDIERSHIP
II CORIN. 10:4-5
EPH. 6:10-20

PRIESTHOOD
I PETER 2:9;
REVELATIONS 1:6

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!

THE BIBLE AND THE CONSTITUTION
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
By Verna M. Hall/Rosalie J. Slater

GENERAL GEORGE WASHINGTON IN PRAYER
AT VALLEY FORGE
In this hour of darkness and of danger, when foes were strong and
friends were few, when every human prospect presented to the
command at Valley Forge was disheartening, he retires to a sequestered spot, and there laid the cause of his bleeding country AT
THE THRONE OF GRACE. That country had appealed in vain to
the justice of her acknowledged sovereign; HE pleads her cause
before the King of kings. He had before complained to Congress
that there was a deficiency in the chaplaincy of the army. But it
was not the form they relied on. It was not a religious awe, as a
matter of mere policy, with which he sought to imbue the minds of
soldiery religiously educated. He sought to link your cause, by a
sincere devotion, to the immutable throne of justice; to find wisdom
to guide his own action; to place the country in the RIGHT, so that
he might bring upon her prosperity, as the natural result of justice
to the injured.
How full of interest is this scene! How instructive! How sublime!
Let our children come up from their cradles through the remotest
generations to contemplate this picture. Let parents open it to their
admiring families. Let it be hung on the parlor walls, ornament the
center tables, be pictures on the tapestry, be grouped with every
cradle scene, recited in every nursery, that it may meet the early
vision, and affect the heart of every child who may breathe the free
air of this land of freedom —‘WASHINGTON IS AT PRAYER.’
Well did he earn the title of ‘PATRIARCH’ — ‘THE FATHER OF
HIS COUNTRY.’ As WE honor him, and teach our children to give
him honor, may we also love and honor, and teach our children to
acknowledge the God of our fathers, who alone giveth the victory.
The Family Circle
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CONCORD BAPTIST CHURCH

Website: Concordindependentbaptistchurch.com

Please take a look at our Website. Inside you will find the
Old Paths Publication, and the Women In The Harvest
is on page 3. We trust you will enjoy the publication.

“Keep your promises,
And do what’s right.”
“Make a budget.”
“Enjoy the fruit of your labour.”
“Be still, and listen.”
“Trust in the Lord.”
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The Works of
JOHN BUNYAN
Volume 3
Taken from the Preface of Vol. 3
Written by George Whitefield
John Bunyan is best known for his famous

man’.

allegorical works, ‘Pilgrim’s Progress’ and ‘The
Holy War’, his autobiographical ‘Grace
Abounding to the Chief of Sinners’ and his allegorical novel ‘The Life and Death of Mr. Bad-

While his writings are justly famous for their literary merit, their real
importance lies in Bunyan’s portrayal of the sin of man, the grace of
God and the nature of the Christian’s life. These themes were Bunyan’s great passion, and for them he was prepared to suffer the hardship of imprisonment. But his exposition of them was not confined
to allegory, and in his many other works, like ‘Come and Welcome
to Jesus Christ’ and ‘An Exposition of the First Ten Chapters of Genesis’, we find Bunyan writing as the outstanding pastor-evangelist he
was.
Individual volumes of the best-known of Mr. Bunyan’s writings have
long been available. These three quality volumes, first edited by
George Offor (1853 and 1862) constitute the only available standard
edition of his works.
‘Perhaps, next to the first publishers of the gospel of the blessed God,
the sayings of Christ in St. Matthew 11:25-26 and of Paul in I Corinthians 1:27-29 were never more strongly exemplified in any single
individual (at least in this, or the last century) than in the conversion,
ministry and writings of the eminent servant of Jesus Christ. Mr.
John Bunyan, who through rich, free, sovereign, distinguishing
grace, was chosen, called and afterwards formed, by the all-powerful
operations of the Holy Ghost, to be a scribe ready instructed to the
kingdom of God.
Ministers never write or preach so well as when under the cross: the
spirit of Christ and of glory then rests upon them. It was this, no
doubt, that made the Puritans of the last century such burning and
shining lights. When cast out by the black Bartholomew-act, and
driven from their respective charges to preach in barns and fields, in
the highways and hedges, they in a manner wrote and preached as
men having authority.
Although dead, by their writings they yet speak: a peculiar unction
attends them to this very hour and for these thirty years past I have
remarked, that the more true and vital religion hath revived either at
home or abroad, the more the good old puritanical writings, or the
authors of a life stamp who lived and died in communion of the
church of England, have been called for.
‘Their works still praise them in the gates; and without pretending to
a spirit of prophecy, we may venture to affirm, that they will live and
flourish, when more modern performances of a contrary cast, not
withstanding their gaudy and tinseled toppings, will languish and die
in the esteem of those, whose understandings are opened to discern
what comes nearest to the scripture standard.’
‘That these volumes (1, 2, 3) may be blest to beget, promote and increase such divine fruits of real and undefiled religion in the hearts,
lips and lives of readers...is the earnest prayer of’
GEORGE WHITEFIELD
London, Jan. 3, 1767.

He Keeps Me Singing
Luther B. Bridgers, 1884-1948

There’s within my heart a melody —
Jesus whispers sweet and low,
Fear not, I am with thee—peace be still,
In all life’s ebb and flow.
All my life was wrecked by sin and strife,
Discord filled my heart with pain;
Jesus swept across the broken strings,
Stirred the slumb’ring chords again.
Feasting on the riches of His grace,
Resting ’neath His shelt’ring wing,
Always looking on His smiling face—
That is why I shout and sing.
Tho sometimes He leads thru waters deep,
Trials fall across the way,
Tho sometimes the path seems rough and steep,
See His foot prints all the way.
Soon He’s coming back to welcome me
Far beyond the starry sky;
I shall wing my flight to worlds unknown,
I shall reign with Him on high.
CHORUS
Jesus, Jesus, Jesus—
Sweetest name I know,
Fills my ev-’ry longing,
Keeps me singing as I go.

LUTHER B. BRIDGERS was an American songwriter and
minister. He was born on February14, 1884, in Margarettsville,
N. C. He died on May 27th, 1948, in Gainesville, Georgia.
Luther Bridgers was a minister in the Methodist Episcopal
Church, South. He attended Asbury Seminary in Middlesboro,
Kentucky. Although he did not graduate, he was the pastor of
congregations in Kentucky, N. C., and Georgia. He also served
as an evangelist in the southern United States and abroad, including missions in Belgium, Czechoslovakia, and Russia.
Bridgers experienced a heart breaking loss in his life. He was
preaching a revival in Kentucky. He had left his wife and three
small sons with her parents in Harrodsburg, Kentucky. At the
conclusion of the revival on March 26th, 1911, he received a call
that his wife, Sarah, and all three sons, ages five, three, and seven months, had lost their lives in a fire.
The previous year, in 1910, He Keeps Me Singing, was
penned. The words of the melody to the hymn are a compilation
of two passages, “Fear not, I am with thee” (ISAIAH 41:10)
and “Peace, be still” from the account of Jesus’ calming of the
storm (ST. MATTHEW 8:23-27; ST. MARK 4:37-41; ST.
LUKE 8:23-25).
While, indeed, hymns are sometimes forged in the fires of
tragedy, this was not the case with this song. The hymn is a popular one. It appears in a variety of hymnals and song collections.
Of the fourteen hymns Luther Bridgers wrote, this one got the
most popularity. It is still found in hymn books today.
PSALM 100:1-3 Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye
lands. Serve the LORD with gladness: come before his
presence with singing. Know ye that the LORD he is God:
it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves; we are his
people, and the sheep of his pasture.
(Page 2)

WOMEN IN THE HARVEST
The WOMEN IN THE HARVEST publication began back in October of 1998. I
founded this publication, hoping to be a
blessing and encouragement to the women in the harvest.
Wisdom for Women: “Want” power shouldn’t be greater than God’s will for you.

THE SOJOURNER’S PATHWAY
(Allegory)
By Mrs. Linda K. Townsend

As we travel along the Sojourner’s Pathway from way back
when, I thought we’d pay a little visit to their story once again. It is a
poetic Allegory.
Little-Faith and Much-Weak walked hand in hand to the Tiny
Town near by. It was a pretty day with a clear blue sky. On they trod
to their destination. Upon arrival it brought their hearts great jubilation.

DELIGHT IN THE SCRIPTURES
By Sushannah “Jasmine” Townsend

I can’t believe we are in the month of November. This Fall Semester is moving right along. It will be
over next month.
College, to me, is a great way to experience
the world of Health Care since that is what I am majoring in at
the present time. It’s a whole new world, one filled with getting
an education and learning.
So what’s new for me. I had to learn 206
bones in the body. Now I’m learning all of the muscles. My
brain is filled to the brim at the moment with having to know so
much in Biology class, etc.
What are my plans? Well I have none at the
moment. I am trying to concentrate on passing these classes.
Meanwhile, I am asking the Lord to help me. Sometimes I
have to just stop and focus on Him. He has more knowledge
than any of us. It’s time to live and learn from the Holy Bible,
first — then school.
Happy Thanksgiving to each of you. —Sis. Jasmine.

In this Tiny Town there was a delivery stable, general store,
and a new building on the rise. That building was to be a surprise.
They walked past Ms. Gossip and Mr. Trouble-Maker. Their grave
countenance should disturb anyone. They were earthly foes and
worked hard to destroy at least one.
It was then that Little-Faith and Much-Weak heard Ms. Gossip speak. With a harsh voice she spoke from her heart within, saying
you two are a picture of sin. Don’t even try to be a friend! I will destroy you both in the end.
Then Mr. Trouble-Maker had his say-so, stating Ms. Gossip
is an incredible foe. Together we will see to it that we will step on your
toes — making havoc — don’t you know?
Little-Faith and Much-Weak stated, “That sounds like a
threat. Mr. Trouble-Maker exclaimed, “You bet!”
So on the story line goes. Next time they will talk more with
their troublesome foes. For now, I fondly bid adieu to each of you.
“My heart is inditing a good matter: I speak of the things which I
have made touching the king: My tongue is the pen of a ready
writer.” PSALM 45:1.
Sometimes our “wants” outweigh our “desires” of our hearts
for the Lord. We want this, we want that, when in all actuality there
are times we don’t need it at all.
What I love is when the Lord gives me the desire of my heart. The
one desire that stands out for me is when I wanted a baby. I was fiftytwo years old, yes 52. I thought it would be impossible, but all things
with God are truly possible.
In brief, the Lord gave me the desire of my heart when He gave
me Jasmine. I know without a doubt she was God’s will for my life. I
learned a thing or two in the process of this transpiring. I had to “Be
still,” and listen to His still small voice, and I needed faith and trust.
My husband and I had wanted Jasmine at birth, but that was not
God’s plan. After several months, we had actually had given up on
getting her. Then one day (8 months later) my husband received a
phone call. I could tell by his face it had to be about Jasmine. She
was coming! I had a flutter of doubts. I will never forget, as I walked
through my kitchen, how God calmed my fears. He used PSALM
46:10. “Be still, and know that I am God” and it probably is my
favorite verse to this day. God truly does give us our desires.
Things can happen in the twinkling of an eye,
So vast and wonderful.
We aren’t always prepared for the things God can do;
His plan is purposeful.
Never in a million years did my husband and I believe that a baby
would be born in our hearts. Now Jasmine is eighteen, in college, with
a major in Health Care. How sweet is that?
Along with desires comes much prayer, knowing it’s God’s perfect
will, and knowing God has His plan for us. Blessings! —Sis. Linda.

MEGAN’S MUSINGS
By Megan E. Townsend

Here I am again! I have been MUSING about
changes that I see.
Musing! Musing! Musing!
Changes seem to be more and more in the past couple of years. I
went in a store recently. Some shelves were empty. No toilet
paper, no paper towels, and higher prices. My list of complaints
grew longer and longer.
I started to be fearful! What will happen if things get worse?
Will people go hungry? Will my dogs have food?
I began to belly ache to my mom about it.
She said, “That’s when you need to trust the Lord to provide for
you.”
I remembered I TIMOTHY 6:8. “And having food and raiment let us be therewith content.”
MILESTONE… Have you reached a milestone in your life with no journey left to
go? Are you sitting by the hearth while
outside — the winter snow?
Humble Abode… Gathered ‘round the
table and memories abound. We listen to
the laughter and all the joyful sounds. It’s
Thanksgiving once again in our humble
abode. Not a soul is leaving till the woodstove grows cold.
“Tiny home or large, the love inside is
defined.” —Linda K. Townsend
“Little thoughts can be large in meaning.”
“Don’t let the sun go down upon your
wrath.” Be ye kind….

Happy Thanksgiving!
(Page 3)

BIBLE READINGS

Corrupt Politics

1 Peter Chapter 2 King James Version

By John G. Butler

JUDGES 9:4
“And they gave him threescore and ten pieces of silver
out of the house of Baal-berith, wherewith Abimelech
hired vain and light persons, which followed him.”
Politics has not changed much over the centuries. Politics are
filled with corruption. Our verse records some political corruption
which occurred some three thousand years ago that is like our
politics today. The Bible is always up to date. From our verse we
note the seed of corruption, the silver of corruption, and the servants of corruption.
Seed of corruption. This corruption began with a man by the
name of Abimelech. He was a son of Gideon via a concubine in
Shechem (Judges 8:31). Gideon had seventy other sons. The concubine arrangement smelled to high heaven. It was a common
thing in those days, but that did not take away from the immorality
conduct. Immorality is forever corrupting politics. For proof,
check today’s news media.
Silver of corruption. “They gave him threescore and ten pieces
of silver out of the house of Baal-berith.” Money is needed for a
political campaign. Abimelech was wanting to be ruler over Israel.
So his friends raised some money for him. Note that the money
came from the heathen temple (Baal-bertih). Corrupt politics and
apostate religion go hand in hand. It was so then, and it is so today. Apostate churches are no help in cleaning up politics! Let
fundamentalists push a conservative candidate and the legislature
checks to see if they are violating some campaign law. But apostate churches are in politics all the time, yet hardly a protest is
heard.
Servants of corruption. “Abimelech hired vain and light persons, which followed him.” Abimelech’s crowd is like those
deadbeats, who if promised such things as “all the beer you can
drink,” will meet a politician at some place on his campaign trail
to give the politician a big crowd to make him look popular. Those
who can be hired in politics by money or other means are a nogood crowd whose great lack is always character. Good people are
not attracted to pay but by principles. Abimelech, like many politicians, had no principles.
The author, John C. Butler, is a native of Iowa. He has been a
Baptist minister for nearly half a century and pastored for over
thirty-five years. He is also a veteran of the United States Navy.
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1. Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and
hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings,
2. As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word,
that ye may grow thereby:
3. If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious.
4. To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but
chosen of God, and precious,
5. Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to
offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.
6. Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief
corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded.
7. Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be
disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head
of the corner,
8. And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble
at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed.
9. But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar
people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of
darkness into his marvellous light:
10. Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which
had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.
11. Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul;
12. Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they
speak against you as evildoers, they may by your good works, which they shall
behold, glorify God in the day of visitation.
13. Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake: whether it
be to the king, as supreme;
14. Or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the punishment of
evildoers, and for the praise of them that do well.
15. For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the
ignorance of foolish men:
16. As free, and not using your liberty for a cloke of maliciousness, but as the
servants of God.
17. Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king.
18. Servants, be subject to your masters with all fear; not only to the good and
gentle, but also to the froward.
19. For this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure grief,
suffering wrongfully.
20. For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it
patiently? but if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is
acceptable with God.
21. For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps:
22. Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth:
23. Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously:
24. Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being
dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed.
25. For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd
and Bishop of your souls.
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