JEREMIAH 6:16 “Where is the good way and walk therein, . . .”
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THE IRON PEN
Healing

By Dr. Frank J. Townsend III

Below are scriptural verses that I used in my sermon
dated back on August 9th, 2020, plus a few thoughts
on August 10th, 2020.
MALACHI 4:2 “But unto you that fear my name
shall the Son of righteousness arise with healing in
his wings; and ye shall go forth, and grow up as
calves of the stall.”
ST. MATTHEW 4:23 “And Jesus went about all
Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching
the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of
disease among the people.”
When you are ill, call 911.
ST. LUKE 9:11 “And the people, when they knew it,
followed him: and he received them, and spake unto
them of the kingdom of God, and healed them that
had need of healing.”
I CORINTHIANS 12:9, 28.
II KINGS 20:1-6
PSALM 30:2 “O LORD my God, I cried unto thee, and
thou has healed me.”
PSALM 103-1-5; PROVERBS 3:1-18; III JOHN 2
HEBREWS 13:8; JAMES 5:14-18
Thoughts: Don’t compromise for your children. I want mine
to live for Christ, not the world.
Without Jesus, you don’t have anything.
A steady diet of the wrong type of music will
make you anemic.
CONCORD BAPTIST CHURCH

Website: Concordindependentbaptistchurch.com

Please take a look at our Website. Inside you will find the
Old Paths Publication, and the Women In The Harvest
is on page 3. We trust you will enjoy the publication.
“When thou art converted,
Strengthen the brethren.”

O lead me, Lord,, that I may lead
The wandering and the wavering feet;
O feed me, Lord, that I may feed
Thy hungering ones with manna sweet.
O strengthen me, that while I stand
Firm on the rock, and strong in thee,
I may stretch out a loving hand
To wrestlers with the troubled sea.
—J. R. Miller

AMERICA’S GOD & COUNTRY
Book by William J. Federer

Jeremiah Sullivan Black (1810-1883), the United States
Attorney General under President James Buchanan, In
August, 1811, wrote in the North American Review:
As a matter of fact, Jesus Christ died that sinners
might be reconciled to God, and in that sense He died for
them; that is, to furnish them with the means of averting
Divine justice, which their crimes had provoked.
A man who, by any contrivance, causes his own
offense to be visited on the head of an innocent person is
unspeakably depraved. But are Christians guilty of this
baseness, because they accept the blessings of an institution which their great Benefactor died to establish?
Loyalty to the King who erected a most magnificent government for us at the cost of His life—fidelity to
the Master who bought us with His blood—is not the
fraudulent substitution in place of the criminal.

My Country ’Tis of Thee

My country ’tis of thee, Sweet land of liberty,
Of thee I sing, Land where my fathers died, Land of the pilgrim’s
pride, From every mountain side Let freedom ring!
My native country, thee, Land of the noble free,
Thy name I love: I love thy rocks and rills, Thy woods and
Templed hills; My heart with rapture thrills Like that above.
Let music swell the breeze, and ring from all the trees
Sweet freedom’s song: Let mortal tongues awake, Let all that
Breathe partake; Let rocks their silence break, The sound prolong.
Our fathers; God, to Thee, Author of liberty,
To Thee we sing: Long may our land be bright With freedom’s
Holy light; Protect us by Thy might, Great God, our King!
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MY UTMOST FOR HIS HIGHEST
Out Of The Wreck I Rise
By Oswald Chambers
“Who shall separate us from the love of
Christ?” ROMANS 8:35.
God does not keep a man immune from trouble;
He says— “I will be with him in trouble.” It does
not matter what actual troubles in the most extreme
form get hold of a man’s life, not one of them can
separate him from his relationship to God. We are
“more than conquerors in all these things.” Paul is
not talking of imaginary things, but of things that are desperately actual;
and he says we are super-victors in the midst of them, not by our ingenuity, or by our courage, or by anything other than the fact that not one of
them affects our relationship to God in Jesus Christ. Rightly or wrongly,
we are where we are, exactly in the condition we are in. I am sorry for the
Christian who has not something in his circumstances he wishes was not
there.
“Shall tribulation…?” Tribulation is never a noble thing, but let tribulation be what it may—exhausting, galling, fatiguing, it is not able to
separate us from the love of God. Never let cares or tribulations separate
you from the fact that God loves you.
“Shall anguish…?” — Can God’s love hold when everything says
that His love is a lie, and that there is no such thing as justice?
“Shall famine…?” — Can we not only believe in the love of God but
be more than conquerors, even while we are being starved?
Either Jesus Christ is a deceiver and Paul is deluded, or some extraordinary thing happens to a man who holds on to the love of God when the
odds are all against God’s character. Logic is silenced in the face of every
one of these things. Only one thing can account for it—the love of God in
Christ Jesus. “Out of the wreck I rise” every time.
“In your patience possess ye your souls.” ST. LUKE 21:19. When a
man is born again, there is not the same robustness in his thinking or reasoning for a time as formerly. We have to make an expression of the new
life, to form the mind of Christ. “Acquire your soul with patience.” Many
of us prefer to stay at the threshold of the Christian life instead of going
on to construct a soul in accordance with the new life God has put within.
We fail because we are ignorant of the way we are made, we put things
down to the devil instead of our own undisciplined natures. Think what
we can be when we are focused!
There are certain things we must not pray about—moods, for instance.
Moods never go by praying, moods go by kicking. A mood nearly always
has its seat in the physical condition, not in the moral. It is a continual
effort not to listen to the moods which arise from a physical condition,
never submit to them for a second. We have to take ourselves by the
scruff of the neck and shake ourselves, and we will find that we can do
what we said we could not. The curse with most of us is that we won’t.
The Christian life is one of incarnate spiritual pluck. —Oswald Chambers.

INTRODUCTION— Nine months after I met Jesus Christ, a copy of

My Utmost for His Highest, by Oswald Chambers, was given to me for
Christmas, 1936. On January 1, 1937, I began to read this daily devotional
book, and with relatively few exceptions it has been my daily spiritual
nurture ever since. One year I put it aside and experimented with several
other daily devotionals, but they did not satisfy me.
No book except the Bible has influenced my walk with Christ at such
deep and maturing levels. Nor has any influenced my preaching and
teaching so much.
The book’s strength lies in its stubborn insistence on the objective
reality of redemption as the only secure foundation. To subjective experience is often accepted as the criterion for authentic faith. In Chambers I
am constantly being reminded that the ground of faith and experience is
the person of Jesus Christ.
Chambers makes the point that Christian faith is rooted in events. The
historicity of the gospel is its validation. Propositional truth is important,
but the basis of faith is always Jesus Christ himself.
Through the years Chambers has kept me on course by bringing me
back to Jesus. Believing Jesus, not just believing my beliefs about Jesus,
is basic.
Richard C. Halverson, Chaplain

United States Senate

Faith Of Our Fathers

Lyrics: Frederick W. Faber, 1814-1863
Music: Henri F. Hemy, 1818-1888
Adapted by James G. Walton, 1821-1905
Faith of our fathers, living still
In spite of dungeon, fire and sword—
O how our hearts beat high with joy,
When-e’er we hear that glorious word!
Faith of our fathers, we will strive
To win all nations unto thee.
And thru the truth that comes from God,
Mankind shall then be truly free.

Faith of our fathers, we will love
Both friend and foe in all our strife;
And preach thee too, as love knows how,
By kindly words and virtuous life.
CHORUS
Faith of our fathers, holy faith,
We will be true to thee till death!
———

It is a great thing when any one can say, “Saviour!”

Many people can talk about Christ very beautifully and eloquently. They can linger upon the story of His death. They can
paint the beauties of His character, and tell of the salvation
which He has provided. Yet they cannot say, “He is my Saviour.” And what good does all this knowledge of Christ do
them if they are not saved by him? A head knowledge is just
that. They miss heaven by a few inches — from their head to
their heart.
Really knowing the Lord is having a heart knowledge. It’s receiving Him as Christ your Saviour. You don’t have to mince
words or be a copy-cat by parroting someone else’s beliefs.
You have a repentant heart and truly believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ. You know Him personally! 1 JOHN 5:13 is a great
verse of promise. “These things have I written unto you that
believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know
that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the
name of the Son of God.”

THE QUOTABLE
TOZER
“The human heart is heretical by nature and runs to error as naturally as a garden to weeds.”
“To be right with God has often meant to be in trouble with men.”
“To be called to follow Christ is a high honor; higher indeed than
any honor men can bestow upon each other.”
“Much of our difficulty as seeking Christians stems from our unwillingness to take God as he is and adjust our lives accordingly.
We insist upon trying to modify Him out to Bring Him closer to
our image.”
Repentance — “I think there is little doubt that the teaching of
salvation without repentance has lowered the moral standards of
the Church and produced a multitude of deceived religious professors who erroneously believe themselves to be saved when in fact
they are still in the gall of bitterness and the bond of iniquity.”
(Page 2)

WOMEN IN THE HARVEST
The WOMEN IN THE HARVEST publication began back in October of 1998. I
founded this publication, hoping to be a
blessing and encouragement to the women in the harvest.
Wisdom for Women: “Live by faith!”

THE SOJOURNER’S PATHWAY
(Allegory)
By Mrs. Linda K. Townsend

As we travel along the Sojourner’s Pathway from way back when,
I thought we’d pay a little visit to their story once again. It is a poetic
Allegory (The Sojourner’s Pathway) given to me by my Friend; a
book that is unfinished by my own pen. You might remember the two
main characters in my book — Little-Faith and Much-Weak. So continues their story, a fictional allegory. . . Let’s take a look!
The married couple (Little-Faith and Much-Weak) had mostly fond
memories throughout the years. Life’s circumstances had yielded
happiness and also tears. Oftentimes they had ended up in the Valley of Defeat. Yet they had always had raiment and plentiful food to
eat. Presently, they lived in an old comfortable abode. Inside the
woodstove provided warmth to keep them from feeling cold.
Little-Faith and Much-Weak were older now. He was gray and no
longer used the plow. However he did have a garden that provided
them with food to enjoy. It was something to see. The fruit of his
labour showing his countenance of joy.
Their lives were filled with busy hours all the day long. It hindered
Much-Weak from staying strong. And before long… she slipped into
the Valley of Despond with the cares of this world. Thus the fiery
dart had been cunningly hurled.
As for Little-Faith he kept right on — working in the garden and
the hours were long. It was there he stumbled and fell. He hit his
forehead and did not feel well. Usually it was Much-Weak who fell in
a heap...but not this time...Little Faith simply fell and went to sleep.
Much Weak: “Where are you my husband of many silver years?”
There was no answer as she bumped into Mr. Fear. He mocked her
and O’ did he jeer!
Little-Faith finally awoke with a start. Had he been hit in his head
by a fiery dart? In the distance he could hear Much-Weak calling out
in fear. Her trembling voice drew ever so near.
Much-Weak found him sprawled out in the garden … thinking he
was taking a much needed rest. It was then she realized they had
both been given a test. Busy as Honey Bees they had neglected one
thing — to draw nearer to the Lord is valuable. It meant everything.
Dearest Reader, I have not penned this allegory for quite a few
years. I had grown busy with raising our adopted children of which
are three. It sure feels good to return to writing The Sojourner’s
Pathway. I trust my writings brought a smile to your face as we sojourn along in our own small worlds.
After thought: I must add the characters and storyline are fiction.
However there are loosely written truths about Little-Faith and MuchWeak (Pastor Frank and I). For example, recently, my husband and
his brother (Robert) started a garden (The Two Brothers Garden),
and my hubby did fall down in it.
Two of our daughters and their dad raise Honey Bees. Naturally
he named his Yellow Lab puppy—Honey Bee. Buzzy (Jasmine’s
Siamese Kitten) will be in future writings. The humble abode in the
story line is our Victorian farm house. By the way, Much-Weak is the
weaker vessel in the book, but He is strong.
I truly enjoy writing about the characters and how they digress
and progress, spiritually speaking, in their trials and tribulations, afflictions, sufferings, and joy; finding “God’s grace is sufficient.”
Till next time, I fondly bid “Adieu”.
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Delight In The Scriptures
This month I thought I would write
about how God gives people the unique
ability to name parts of the body. In my
last few weeks of Health Care at Midlands Technical College I
have learned all sorts of things about the body; things from the
skeletal, integumentary, and muscular systems.
I also learned about the different types of diseases in the
body and the symptoms of the diseases. As I learned about
the body, I was thinking, “Wow!” God gave people great
knowledge to come up with all these interesting things of the
body. I wish to learn more and further my knowledge of the
body and share what I have learned with you all.
PROVERBS 17:27 “He that hath knowledge spareth his
words: and a man of understanding is of an excellent spirit.”
PROVERBS 2:6 “For the LORD giveth wisdom: out of his
mouth cometh knowledge and understanding.”

Not only is it important to obtain knowledge, wisdom and understanding as God teaches us from the Scriptures; but it is
also important to apply knowledge, understanding, and wisdom in our daily lives. —Sis. Jasmine.

MEGAN’S MUSINGS
By Megan E. Townsend

Here I am again! I have been musing about
me. It is like taking a look in the mirror at
myself. —Sis. Megan.
Musing… I have been examining my actions, motives, and words lately. It was something I needed to do.
So I went to my bedroom for about an hour to just think in
thoughtfulness. It was like looking in the mirror!
I discovered something about me. What? I have Pride! PROVERBS 16:18 “Pride goeth before destruction: and an haughty spirit before a fall.”
Sometimes I find myself doubting people, and my thoughts aren’t
that of a Christian. I point my finger too quickly at others instead
of myself. This is something I need to work on to please God.
Then I mused my weight. This is a subject I don’t like to think too
much about. Why? I don’t like any type of criticism, none at all.
Then I sort of become argumentative with others instead of looking at myself.
Musing some more … What should I do? Pray, read my Bible,
and practice what the Scriptures say.

A New Face In The
Looking-Glass
Money, time and trouble you
expend upon the care—of yourself; the part you see, the skin, the
hands, the hair . . . But what about
the inner self, the part that’s not on
view—the brain, the mind, the
heart—the other part, the other
you.
If you spent more time in training thoughts to go the way—of
kindness and unselfishness, your
own small part to play—to make
the world a better place—you’d
soon begin to see—a new face in
the looking glass, the you that you
could be. —Patience Strong.

PATHS to POWER

READINGS

By A. W. TOZER

Power in Action— The greatest event in history was
the coming of Jesus Christ into the world to live and
to die for mankind. The next greatest event was the
going forth of the Church to embody the life of Christ
and to spread the knowledge of His salvation throughout the earth.
Since “power” is a word of many uses and misuses,
let me explain what I mean by it. First, I mean spiritual energy of sufficient voltage to produce great
saints once again. That breed too mild, harmless
Christians grown in our generation is a poor sample
of what the grace of God can do when it operates in
power in a human heart. The emotionless act of
“receiving the Lord” practiced among us bears little
resemblance to the whirlwind conversions of the past.
We need the power that transforms, that fills the soul
with a sweet intoxication, that will make a persecutor
to be “beside himself” with the love of Christ.
Among the things which only God can do, atonement
was accomplished in that holy place where not but a
divine Saviour could come. That glorious work owes
nothing to the effort of any man; the best of Adam’s
race could add nothing there. It was all of God for all
sinners, but only some would receive Him.
In the things which-God-cannot-do category is this:
God cannot do our repenting for us. In the
efforts to magnify grace we have so preached the truth
as to convey the impression that repentance is a work
of God. This is a grave mistake, and one which is taking a frightful tool among Christians everywhere.
God has commanded all men to repent. Repentance is individual repentance. It is morally impossible for one person to repent for another. God died
for us! Repentance is up to us!
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The Faith Chapter
HEBREWS Chapter Eleven, containing 40 verses, is considered to be the Faith Chapter.
V. 1 “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence things not seen.”
V. 3 “Through faith we understand that the worlds were
framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen
were not made of things which do appear.”
V. 4 “By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness that he was
righteous, God testifying of his gifts: and by it he being dead
yet speaketh.”
V. 5 “By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see
death; and was not found, because God had translated him:
for before his translation he had this testimony, that he
pleased God.”
V. 6 “But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he
that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a
rewarder of them that diligently seek him.”
V. 7 “By faith, Noah, being warned of God of things not seen
as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his
house; by the which he condemned the world, and became
heir of the righteousness which is by faith.”
V. 8 “By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a
place which he should after receive for an inheritance,
obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went.”
V. 9 “By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a
strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise:”
V. 11 “Through faith also Sara herself received strength to
conceive seed, and was delivered of a child when she was past
age, because she judged him faithful who had promised.”
V. 12 “Therefore sprang there even of one, and him as good
as dead, so many as the stars of the sky in multitude, and as
the sand which is by the sea shore innumerable.
V. 30 “By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they were
compassed about seven days.”
V. 31 “By faith the harlot Rahab perished not with them that
believed not, when she had received the spies with peace.”
Are you living by faith to do His good will?

PSALM 122:6
“Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:...”
CONCORD BAPTIST CHURCH
136 Wando Circle
Lexington, S. C. 29073-8229

